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what’s happening?

Thank you to Rev. Elizabeth Turner, 
who has helped WSP for years with 
reimbursements for expenses.

The San Saba Unit is slated to join the 
program. Pat Yeargain, team leader 
at Mt. View, will help them get start-
ed. Watch for details later this year.
Women’s Storybook Project issued 
its first annual report.
The Lola Wright Foundation pre-
sented WSP with a grant to help up-
date the recording equipment.
Did you see the WSP feature article 
in the Austin American Statesman 
by Nicole Villapondo? There is a 
link to it on our website.
Check us out on HuffPost Live, a 
live-streaming network. Director  
Judith Dullnig and volunteer Kristin 
Sample discussed WSP with Nancy 
Redd.  live.huffingtonpost.com
Help us to keep getting the word out!
Lyrica Johnson is the new editor of 
Book Notes.
Have you liked us on Facebook? 
facebook.com/WomensStorybook 
Project

Training for Plane State Jail in Dayton.

Student volunteers from St. Edward’s  
and Southwestern University helped 
sort and pack nearly 1,500 Little 
Golden Books. (Above: Zoe Watts 
and Emilie Crimmins.)

We are recording and burning CDs 
onsite at four of the six prisons:  
Hilltop, Mt. View, Lane Murray, and 
Plane State Jail.

Scott Thompson, advisor, and Sun 
Connor, adminstrative assistant, 
show an outcome of the new WSP 
financial system and database, 
Quickbooks.

Volunteers at Lane Murray.

 Announcing 
Women’s Storybook Project now has four sponsors:
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Our mission: to connect children with their incarcerated mothers through literature



Dear Volunteers and Supporters,
2015 has been an exciting year so 

far! Book Notes, our newsletter, is 
back with a new look. And that’s not 
the only new thing about WSP.

We have a new 
logo, a new
vimeo, Story  
of Storybook,  
and a new brochure.

Book Notes will be published 
quarterly, always available electro-
nically, with hard copies being 
mailed bi-annually.

In April, we published our first 
annual report, and I hope you liked it.

Most importantly, I want to 
thank all of our 191 volunteers! We 
continue to record many mothers, 
on many Saturdays, with many hours 
from our technology chair, Brenda 
Keillor. We now mail CDs to children 
in four of the six units. In the Fall, we 
will add the Woodman Jail, Henley 
Unit and a new unit, San Saba.

I’m also pleased to announce that 
help has arrived for me, as we’ve 
become quite big with many facets. 
Nancy Phillips is the WSP programs 
assistant, and I’m grateful to have 
her on board. Watch for more about 
Nancy.
Have a Happy Summer!
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Increasing Female Inmate  
Population 

   According to the 
Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, the fe-
male inmate popu-
lation in the United 
States increased 
10.9% (up 10,000 
inmates) between 
midyear 2010 and 
2013, while the 
male population declined 4.2% (down 27,500 
inmates).  This surge in female offenders re-
quires additional units being opened.   
   At this time, WSP is active in six TDCJ units:                        
   (continued on page 4—Population) 
  

WSP Open Book Parties 
A New Trend in Spreading the Word 

 

   Storybook Program is an “open book,” appeal-
ing to anyone with a heart for children and a love 
of books.  It is receptive to support from any and 
all individuals, organizations, and businesses.    

Almost without fail, 
when people find 
out about this inno-
vative concept, they 
want to participate. 
   Hosting a WSP 
Open Book Party is 
a great way to get 
the word out to your   
friends, family, and 
                                           

      (continued on page 3—Open Book) 

 

A Note from your Director 

       
Dear WSP Volunteers and Supporters, 
 
   We’re moving forward, adding volunteers and units, and I want to thank each and every 
one of you for your many contributions!  
   The editor of Book Notes, Pat Roberts (who does a fabulous job!), has requested that I make my message 
short.  I’ve entitled it “From Facts to Feelings.” 

Facts:      
 In 2013, we mailed 2,517 books and recordings. 
 We will introduce and implement our program in a 7th unit, San Saba in the near future. 
 We’ve begun fundraising and corporate sponsorship.  A big thank you to Rhoda Silverberg and Yeti Cool-

ers!  (See article on page 2.) 
Feelings:  
 Linda West, a mother of one of our “alums,” is expected to give an emotional testimonial about WSP at an 

Open Book Party this fall. 
 We received a most moving letter from a mother who adopted a child whose birth mother is in our pro-

gram.  (See “Making Connections.”) 
 WSP also received from a dad an emotional letter that says it all: 
           “They [the children] both sat together and listened to every word that their mother read.  I left them 

alone to sit and enjoy the words from their mother.  I believe this time was their time to spend with their 
mother.  My son is 10 he had to leave the room he got choked up.  I think both of them wanted to cry.  
The thing about it is I think I also wanted to before they did.  I was filled with joy for my children.” 

   We are making a difference!  Have a great summer! 
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Our mission - to connect children with their  

incarcerated mothers through literature   

David and Dugie Graham hosted the 
first Open Book Party. 

making connections ...
The thank you letter below is another wonderful example 
of how Storybook makes powerful connections. 

Dear Ms. Dullnig,
I am writing about the lovely story books and the 

tapes that my granddaughter has recorded and you have sent to me for 
her son who I am keeping. When he received the first one and we lis-
tened to it he immediately recognized his mama’s voice and just smiled 
through the whole story. He especially liked the cat in the story, it is on 
every page and we have a big cat. The snowman book and tape arrived on 
Christmas Eve and I wrapped it up and put it under the tree with the rest 
of his Christmas presents. Hunter was 18 mos. old when he got his first 
book and will be 3 yrs. old next week. It is a wonderful way for a child to 
hear his mom’s voice. I play Hunter’s [tape] before bed time as a way to 
prepare him for ‘nite-nite’ so the last thing he hears is his mommy’s voice. 

I would like to make a suggestion. I had to call several people to find 
someone with a cassette player as I no longer have one as most things are 
on CDs. I have a CD player and I can also play CDs on my computer. If 
it would be possible you might offer the option of a cassette or CD. CDs 
also last longer and sometimes the cassette tape breaks or gets balled up 
in the player. Just a thought.

On behalf of my great grandson, Hunter, and myself, we both sincere-
ly thank you!
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(continued from page 1—Open Book) 
acquaintances. It’s simple...you decide what type 
of gathering to host (a light luncheon, wine and 
cheese party, a taco breakfast gathering, BBQ, or 
whatever you want to do!), choose a date and 
time, and invite around 50 people for an ex-
pected turnout of around 20.  With the help of 
Judith and/or other experienced volunteers, you 
then share the Storybook Documentary, talk 
about what the program means to the children, 
their mothers, caregivers, and the volunteers…
and then invite participation from your guests. 
They may want to offer financial support, partic-
ipate as a volunteer, or spread the word by host-
ing an Open Book Party for their friends. 

   Two Open Book 
Parties have been 
held.  The first one 
was hosted by Dugie 
and David Graham 
last fall, and more re-
cently, Rhoda Silver-
burg and Patricia 

Newton co-hosted an intimate party at Rhoda’s 
home.  (See photo above.) Both were successful 
and their hosts reported great interest from the 
guests.  Consider hosting a WSP Open Book Par-
ty and help get the word out! 

 

 

 

 

 Brenda Keillor and husband, Pete, who 
continue to work toward moving Storybook 
into the 21st century by training volunteers in 
the necessary process of burning CDs.  Pete 
has been industriously seeking alternative 
methods for burning CDs (even building a 
prototype!) that would be more cost effective 
and time saving. Soon, we hope to have CD 
recordings in all facilities. 

 To the generous anonymous donor who 
donated $5,000 to support connecting chil-
dren with their incarcerated mothers. 

 Pan American Club 
of Austin for    your 
generous support. 

 Ladies of Charity Lake Travis for their 
generous donation to WSP. 

 Offender Cindy at Lane Murray who has 
diligently mentored the Storybook Program at 
the Lane Murray Unit for the past ten years, 
putting out books, arranging supplies and 
guiding the mothers to the recording stations.  
She was awarded a certificate in recognition 
of her dedication. 

 St. Edward’s University’s interns,  
 Diamond and 
 Alexis, for your help 
 with the time con
 suming and tedious 
 task of sorting and 
 packing the donated 
 books received by 
 WSP.  Also, Kim 
 Weidman for creat-
 ing the wonderful 
 booklet that explains 
 the guidelines for the 
 sorting process to the students. 

Photo on right:  
Amalia Rodriguiz-Mendoza and 
Alegria Hibbetts present a check 
to Judith Dullnig for WSP. 

   Two mothers explain in 
their own words how WSP 
has made a difference in the 
lives of their children while 
they are incarcerated. 
 

   I would like to thank the Storybook organization for 
helping me connect with my child personally as well as 
education wise.  It helped express to my child that even 
though I am not with her, I don’t love her any less.  Her 
dad loves the fact that I am in this program and he says 
that it makes her pick up and read books all over the 
house!  He has wrote 3 support letters to show his appre-
ciation.  Thank you for this program.  - AM 
 
   This project has been a huge blessing to me and my 
children.  I don’t talk on the phone as some can afford to 
do and my children are six hours away.  So I am able 
through this project to stay in contact more certainly and 
personally.  I am able through this project to teach my 
children the importance of understanding and enlighten 
them through the stories I read them.  I am very grateful 
and full of excitement about the positive effects this pro-
ject has had and will have.  -AL 

Guest watch the documentary. 

Our dancing partners (see Dancing 
with the Stars, opposite)
Pat Roberts for all her years as 
Book Notes editor
Katy Sloan for a donation and for 
allowing WSP to receive a matching 
contribution from Google
Mona Carver and Carol Brown 

 for host-  
 ing such 

 a won- 
 derful  
 Open  
 Book    
 Party

Brenda Keillor for all her time 
and expertise as  technical chair. 
She  wrote the  laptop instructions, 
trained volunteers, and traveled
many times to
Gatesville 
and Dayton, 
to teach 
volunteers 
and launch 
the CD 
transition 
at the four  
units. She recently 
accepted a consulting job that will 
require her to travel. 
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 volunteer spotlight

dress code reminder  
for volunteers

NOT ALLOWED: knives, mace, wea-
pons of any kind; phones, pagers, 
etc.; purses; cameras, photographs; 
paper money; food items; lighter, 
matches, tobacco; offensive pictures/ 
language on clothes; white top or pants; 
clothing that is tight, revealing, see-
through, or sleeveless (shoulders 
must be covered); shorts; hats; 
sandals that do not cover the top of 
the foot, i.e., flip-flops, shower shoes.

PERMISSIBLE: sandals/open-toe  
shoes that cover the top of the foot; 
skirts (not less than 3 inches above the  
middle of the knee) capris (3 inches 
below the knee), pants; sealed bottle  
of water; sunglasses; tissues; car keys.

MUST HAVE: Photo ID. If you 
cannot be wanded due to a medical 
reason (i.e., a pacemaker), you must  
have documentation indicating 
metal detector screening may cause 
malfunction; pat search is required.

dancing with the stars!

ing 103 health kits  
for the United    
Methodist 

Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR).

Pat has worn many 
hats for Women’s Story-
book Project! She has 
been a team leader at 
Hilltop ever since the pro-
gram started there. She has 
been the wonderful writer and 
editor of Book Notes, the WSP newsletter, and is cur-
rently a presenter of our program to groups and par-
ties in the Cedar Park area. On the first documentary 
about WSP, Pat says, “We help the children, we help the 
families and we help the prison. This is my tiny way 
of giving back outside the boundaries of my family.” 

Hats off to Pat!

Pat Roberts, volunteer extraordinaire, has 
been helping in many ways, and she brings 
a “special flavor to the WSP family.”

Pat has lived in Texas since 1983 with her husband, 
Steve. They have three grown daughters, Kerri, Kristin, 
and Katrina, and 10 granchildren who call her “Gram-
mie.” She enjoys crafts, especially with her grandchil-
dren, photography, and playing games with friends.

In her spare time, she bakes and customizes cakes!
She has a 

B.S. in elemen-
tary education 
from Johnson 
State College in 
Vermont. Pat is  
a retired sixth

grade language arts teacher, and a member of the 
Good News United Methodist Church, where she is 
the mission team leader. Her team just completed pack-

Rapt Aerial Dance Company 
are eight dancers who have 
taken their passion to the sky. 
They’ve even opened for Willie 
Nelson. As the charity spon-
sor for their January 22 Blind 
Tiger Aerial Soiree, WSP was 
honored to receive a portion of 
the proceeds. Many thanks to 
these enrapturing dancers!
(left: Rapt dancer with a volunteer)

Capoeira Evolução (above) sponsored a community dance fundraising 
event in January, and chose WSP and the Girls Empowerment Network 
to receive proceeds. Seventy-five dancers participated along with live 
percussion. What a wonderful way to give back! 

that’s ...
a cake?
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700 E. 11th Street
Austin, TX   78701

this just in! 
Wsp has hit the big Times! 

The New York Times, that is. “Capturing 
the Voices of Mothers in Prison,” by WSP 
volunteer Kristin Sample, posted July 
6, and “Reading Aloud to My Daughter, 
From Prison,” by Lauri Arrington, former 
offender and WSP participant, posted July 
7, the Times parenting blog, Motherlode.

We need your help to make book notes newsworthy! 

Please send your stories and photos to share about WSP to:  
info@storybookproject.org. 

Book Notes will be produced quarterly. A hard copy will be mailed 
twice a year; an electonic issue will be sent quarterly. To receive the  

electronic issue, please contact: admin@storybookproject.org.

Tell u
s your

sto
ry!

Do you know anyone 
who might want to become 

a WSP sponsor?

 Book     $3,000
 Chapter   $1,000

  Paragraph   $500


