Benefits of Reading					HANDOUT – SESSION D 
· Reading aloud to your child shows them that reading is enjoyable and that it’s something you care about.  Kids with a positive attitude about reading are more likely to read on their own.
· Reading builds vocabulary skills.  According to The Literacy Project, books contain 50% more words than are usually found in TV or movies or even regular conversation.  The more words your child knows, the better they will be able to express themselves or understand what others are trying to communicate to them.
· Reading aloud introduces your child to more formal grammar than spoken language.  This prepares them for being able to write formally both in school and in their career.
· Reading aloud and discussing what you read helps your child to develop critical thinking skills.  They learn to look for clues in the story to show them how characters are feeling or what their motivation might be.  This skill transfers to life, as well.
· Reading expands your world knowledge.  Even storybooks can introduce your child to new ideas (Traveling to space!  Growing things!).  As they grow older, your kids will read about people who live in different time periods, people with different interests and hobbies, people with different life experiences–not to mention nonfiction books on topics that interest them.  All of this exposes them to new ideas, expanding their world and allowing them to store up all sorts of information to use in future reading, learning, and living.
· Reading affects your ability to learn other things.  Interestingly, studies show that those who struggle with reading usually have poor test scores in math, as well.
· The ability to read well translates into the ability to succeed in other areas of life.  Is your child studying history?  They’ll probably need to read about it.  Are they studying science?  Applying for a job?  Signing a lease?  All of these require that you know how to read and understand what you’re reading.  

How long did it take you to record yourself reading to your child?  Five or ten minutes is not very much time, is it?  But if you read to your child for even five minutes three days a week, that adds up to 13 hours in a year.  If you read to your child for five minutes on five days of the week, you’ve spent more than 21 hours reading to them in one year.  That’s five minutes a day that you invest in your relationship, showing your child that you care enough to spend time with them, and it’s five minutes that you invest in their future, preparing them for success in school and in life by exposing them to more words, more ideas.

FREE Educational Websites and Apps
*Always preview websites and apps before having your children use them.  Make sure that the website/app is safe and that the content meets with your approval.  If your child needs extra practice with something you don’t see here, Google it!  There are lots of websites, games, and videos available online that cover every topic imaginable!
1. Crash Course Kids is a YouTube channel that offers interesting educational videos on various science topics.  They’re aimed at upper elementary students (roughly grades 3-6). Crash Course Kids 
2. Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library offers a free book every month to children ages 0-5, but only if there is a program site in your county.  Check the website to see if there’s a program where you live. Dolly Parton's Imagination Library 
3. Dreamscape offers an app or website with free game-based language arts learning for grades 3-8.  In order to level up their personal compound or launch an attack, kids answer questions to build reading and writing skills. Dreamscape 
4. Education.com offers free educational games for grades PK-8 to learn math, reading, writing, and typing skills. Education.com 
5. Epic.com offers thousands of books online–picture books, chapter books, audio books, and more.  You can access one book for free every day. Epic 
6. iCivics offers free apps and web-based games that teach kids about citizenship topics like constitutional rights and presidential elections.  These are probably best for 4th grade and above and only take 15-30 minutes to play. iCivics 
7. Khan Academy offers free online classes–videos and practice exercises.  Khan Academy Kids offers a free (no ads!) app with game-based learning activities for ages 2-8, and their website offers materials for grades 3 and up.  Their math classes cover grades 3 through college-level math, and they also offer language arts, science, history, and more.  This is a great website if your child needs a little more practice with a skill.  Search the website for your child’s grade level or a specific topic (“adding fractions” for instance) to find a lesson for extra practice.  There’s plenty for adults to learn here, too! Khan Academy 
8. Legends of Learning offers free math- and science-based games for K-8 kids. Legends of Learning  
9. PBS Kids has lots to offer.  Visit their website or your app store for educational games and videos.  They will even read aloud to your children for you if you’re running short on time or need a few minutes of calm to get something accomplished.  Visit their Facebook page or YouTube channel for videos of authors reading picture books they’ve written. PBS Kids 
10. ReadingRockets.org offers many resources: tips to help prepare your child to read, resources for helping a struggling reader, book lists for kids of all ages, and more. ReadingRockets 
11. Starfall offers a website and an app with free learn-to-read activities (roughly PK-2).  Kids can learn their letters and the sounds they make, learn how to sound out words, and access a library of easy-to-read stories online.  Starfall offers math activities, too, but not all of them are free. Starfall Website Starfall App  
12. Teach Your Monster offers a game-based website or apps for kids.  Teach Your Monster to Read is their phonics-based learn-to-read game, while Reading for Fun builds on the basic skills for kids who are already reading.  They also have a numbers game.  This series is made in the UK, so the accent might throw some kids off. Teach Your Monster 
13. Zearn is a website that offers free math activities for grades K-6.  They advertise that their program is used by 1 in 4 elementary students nationwide. Zearn 
14. Alphademic Learning offers free online classes about subjects you’re most interested in that are taught by highly qualified volunteers. Their previous class recording are available on YouTube and can be rewatched any time. They also offer educational resources, contests and financial aid. All of this information can be found on their website. Alphademic Learning 
15. NASA Kids Club is a STEM-based engagement effort organized by NASA. They offer free learning websites and games for kids in grades K-8. More information can be found on their website. NASA Kids Club 
16. Make Me Genius is a free science educational website for kids. They offer science lessons, power points, quizzes, and cool facts. The website is organized by topic and grade so simply select what topic your child is interested in and then select the appropriate activities. More information can be found on their website. Make Me Genius
17. Coolmath.com is a free learning website for kids that can make learning pre-algebra, algebra, and pre-calculus easier with online lessons that explain everything as simply as possible. They have practice problems and answers available for each lesson. More information can be found on their website. Coolmath  
18. Highlights Kids is a free educational website for kids with resources available like their magazines. They have recipes, jokes, games, activities and more. More information can be found on their website. Highlights Kids 
19. ABCya is a free educational website for kids pre-K all the way to 6th grade. The site is categorized by age group and there are math, reading, word, skill, seasonal, and strategy games available for each grade level. More information can be found on their website. ABCya
20. National Geographic Kids is a free website that offers games, videos, and other cool stuff all great for education. There are many fun facts about animals, the human body and the world around them. More information can be found on their website. National Geographic Kids
21. BBC History for Kids is a free learning website for kids. The lessons are great for students around the world even though the site is based in the United Kingdom. You can find short videos about history for kids 3 years old and up. In addition to the video lessons they also offer quizzes about history as well as biology and foreign language games to play. More information can be found on their website. BBC History for Kids
22. Storyline Online is a free educational website for kids. It has books for children from Pre-K to 4th grade that are read out loud by famous actors and actresses. New books are added to the website each month. More information can be found on their website. Storyline Online
23. Youngzine is a free online educational magazine website where kids can learn about science, the environment, and current events. They have contributions from kids just like them and they can comment and discuss with other students from around the world. More information can be found on their website. Youngzine
24. Fuel the Brain is a free educational website with printable worksheets, interactive games, and teacher guides. They also offer the ability to create, print, and publish your own mini-books. On the website, you can find learning games for math, phonics, health, science, and social studies for students pre-k through 5th grade. Fuel the Brain
25. Mr. Nussbaum is a free learning website that offers interactive online educational games for kids in K-8th grade in a wide variety of subjects. Mr. Nussbaum
26. The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids is a free educational website where kids of all ages can learn about animals, the weather, gardening, the phases of the moon, and more. There are fun activities to do, and you can read old editions of the print magazines online. The Old Farmer's Almanac for Kids 
27. Exploratorium is a website that is an extension of the Exploratorium Museum in San Francisco. They offer a wide variety of free educational activities and exhibits online for arts, sciences, and math. There are lots of cool experiments and activities for kids of all ages to enjoy at home. Exploratorium
28. Turtle Diary is a free learning website that offers many interactive educational games for kids pre-k to 5th grade. There are games, videos, printable worksheets, teaching tools for parents and educators, and quizzes on a wide range of subjects and concepts. Turtle Diary
29. e-Learning for Kids is a free website that offers lessons and activities in math and science for students in kindergarten through 5th grade. The interactive lessons allow students to explore the concepts while introducing them to countries and cultures around the world. e-Learning for Kids
30. Sesame Street is a free website great for preschoolers that offers activities, online coloring, printable coloring sheets, and interactive games that can be played with their favorite Sesame Street characters. Sesame Street
31. Fun Fonix is a free website that offers interactive games that introduce the alphabet and letter sounds. They have printable phonics worksheets as well as free worksheet generators that can be used to create spelling, reading, and writing worksheets. Fun Fonix
32.  Smithsonian Learning Lab is a free educational website that allows you to create your own subject-based collections using the resources that have already been discovered. It can be used to create unit study guides or explore already created collections on a particular subject. Smithsonian Learning Lab 
33. Study Jams is a free educational website with interactive lessons in math and science. There are tutorials, video lessons, practice problems, slide shows, games, and more. Study Jams
34. Grid Club is a free learning website for kids ages 5 to 12 with games and activities that teach literacy, geography, math, science, music, history, and more. Grid Club

